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Activate: Market Street 15
Pointing Fingers
Curated by Jo-El Lopez
Julie Ann Nagle, Genesis Tramaine, and Ken Weathersby

Presented by Gallery Aferro, with the support of RBH Group

Gallery Aferro’s “Activate: Market Street,” is a year-round public 
art project transforming hundreds of linear feet of vacant store-
front windows in Newark’s historic downtown district. Storefronts 
owned by RBH Group on Market Street between Washington and 
University Streets are activated with installations, films, animation, 
neon sculptures, kinetic and interactive art, and performative pub-
lic programming from local, national and international artists. Sup-
ported by RBH Group, and created by Gallery Aferro, the project 
delivers arresting, unexpected, and highly memorable experiences 
with contemporary art directly to the public, whether residents, 
students, workers or first-time visitors.

www.activatemarketstreet.org

Nov. 11, ‘17 - Jan. 12, ‘18
75 & 77 Market St.

Opening Reception
November 11th, 2017

4-8 pm at Gallery Aferro
73 Market Street

Pointing Fingers
Genesis Tramaine

Activate: Market Street 15

Be A Big Girl (from the Prophet Not Profit series) (detail), acrylic, oil paint, & oil pastel on canvas, 18x24, 2017



Genesis Tramaine’s work focuses on the shape and definition of the Amer-
ican Black Face, exaggerated features capture the spirited emotions of the 
untapped, underrepresented soul of Black people through a mixture of col-
lage, acrylic and oil based paintings. Equally about the process and the finished 
piece, Ms. Tramaine’s faces are layer upon layer of real moments and imagined 
metaphors. She explores ethics and insanity, the mundane and the inhumane, 
spirituality, sexuality, and sentimentality. She digests the everyday and regur-
gitates it as work that evokes déjà vu, beckoning memories of past lives and 
glimpses of undiscovered futures. The blueprint of Genesis’ style is rooted in 
strong mix of 1980’s urban New York graffiti, and imagined images of gospel 
hymns sung on Sunday morning during church. Born in Brooklyn, NY Genesis 
is an Urban Expressionist painter who is excited about all things art, fashion, 
culture & education. Her passion translates, as she creates abstract portraits of 
men and women who transcend gender, color, and social structures as political 
or representative. Genesis earned her M.S from Pace University and B.S from 
Utica College of Syracuse University. Tramaine has exhibited nationally and in-
ternationally, including exhibitions at The Tree House, Governors Island, NYC, 
The Salt Space, Chelsea, NYC, The Raging Spoon Gallery, Toronto, Canada, AOF 
Gallery, NYC, and many others.

My Crops Are Not For Sale (from the Prophet Not Profit series) (detail), acrylic, 
oil paint, & oil pastel on canvas, 24x48, 2017

Visit
73 Market Street, Newark, NJ
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Gallery Aferro
Ironbound Station
PO Box 5668
Newark, NJ 07105
USA

Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

Accessing The Gallery
Gallery hours are listed above, come by for a 
visit! Gallery Aferro is a street level store front 
gallery and is wheelchair accessible. If you 
need special assistance, requests, or desire 
additional information about accessibility, 
please email our ADA Coordinator, Evonne 
Davis, at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art 
is absolutely for everyone and are very 
happy to accommodate anyone’s needs 
but please give us 1 weeks notice for any 
arrangements that will need to be made at 
the gallery. If you require large print press 
materials please let us know 48 hours ahead 
of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
RBH Group.


