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Activate: Market Street 14
Scattering Reflections
Curated by Jo-El Lopez
Agnes Deja, Jo-El Lopez, and Julie Ann Nagle

Presented by Gallery Aferro, with the support of RBH Group

Gallery Aferro’s “Activate: Market Street,” is a year-round public 
art project transforming hundreds of linear feet of vacant store-
front windows in Newark’s historic downtown district. Storefronts 
owned by RBH Group on Market Street between Washington and 
University Streets are activated with installations, films, animation, 
neon sculptures, kinetic and interactive art, and performative pub-
lic programming from local, national and international artists. Sup-
ported by RBH Group, and created by Gallery Aferro, the project 
delivers arresting, unexpected, and highly memorable experiences 
with contemporary art directly to the public, whether residents, 
students, workers or first-time visitors.

www.activatemarketstreet.org

Sept. 23 - Oct. 28, 2017
75 & 77 Market St.

Opening Reception
September 23rd, 2017

7-10 pm at Gallery Aferro
73 Market Street

Scattering Reflections
Agnes Deja

Activate: Market Street 14

Off The Grid 1 (detail), acrylic paint, asphalt-infused paper, wire mesh, 25x18x15, 2017



Agnes Deja is a visual artist working mainly in painting and sculpture. Deja is cur-
rently experimenting with acrylic painted and wire supported asphalt-infused 
paper. The artist explores both the material qualities and the process involved 
into expressive gestural work of creating abstract sculptural forms. While work-
ing on the surface of painting which is then destroyed and reshaped, the artist 
opens up to accompanying introspective reflections, especially those referring 
to kinesthetic memories and our perception of space. Through exploration of 
the tensile strength of the materials, organic line drawing with creases and folds, 
and building positive and negative spaces with three dimensional forms, Deja’s 
artistic process parallels that of our common ancestors’ nomadic journeys in 
the unknown and our connection to the surrounding environment. 

Deja immigrated to the U.S. in her early 20s following her graduation with an 
M.A. in Psychology. The artist exhibited her work in Europe as well as in NJ and 
NY, photography being her first artistic medium. In 2011 Deja received her 
master degree in Fine Arts from Montclair State University and that year joined 
the vibrant Newark art scene with a solo paintings show at Index Gallery / 27 
Mix. Combining artistic career with being a busy mom of two toddlers, Deja 
has also begun organizing exhibits as an independent curator. Deja has been an 
artist in residence at Index Art Center, Newark NJ since 2015. 

www.agnesdeja.com

Topography 1 (detail), acrylic paint, asphalt-infused paper, wire, 72x45x10, 2017
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Gallery Aferro
Ironbound Station
PO Box 5668
Newark, NJ 07105
USA

Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

Accessing The Gallery
Gallery hours are listed above, come by for a 
visit! Gallery Aferro is a street level store front 
gallery and is wheelchair accessible. If you 
need special assistance, requests, or desire 
additional information about accessibility, 
please email our ADA Coordinator, Evonne 
Davis, at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art 
is absolutely for everyone and are very 
happy to accommodate anyone’s needs 
but please give us 1 weeks notice for any 
arrangements that will need to be made at 
the gallery. If you require large print press 
materials please let us know 48 hours ahead 
of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
RBH Group.


