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DeFence, charcoal pencil, charcoal powder, acrylic, ink, and permanent markers on custom fence, 72x144x3, 2015

Activate: Market Street 7

Presented by Gallery Aferro
With the support of RBH Group

Gallery Aferro’s “Activate: Market Street,” is a year-round public 
art project transforming hundreds of linear feet of vacant store-
front windows in Newark’s historic downtown district. Storefronts 
owned by RBH Group on Market Street between Washington and 
University Streets are activated with installations, films, animation, 
neon sculptures, kinetic and interactive art, and performative pub-
lic programming from local, national and international artists. Sup-
ported by RBH Group, and created by Gallery Aferro, the project 
delivers arresting, unexpected, and highly memorable experiences 
with contemporary art directly to the public, whether residents, 
students, workers or first-time visitors.

www.activatemarketstreet.org

Oct 15 - Dec 19, 2015
75 & 77 Market Street

Opening Reception
October 17th, 2015

7-10pm at Gallery Aferro
73 Market Street



pared dinner table to reinforce the connection between everybody’s meals 
and the farmland. An association which is consigned to oblivion by many ur-
banites. The piece has an important educational component, especially to the 
young college students who pass by daily. This installation talks about gratitude 
and recognition for the efforts of the other. It brings to light the image of the 
invisible picker who feed us everyday and perhaps spreads the powerful hu-
manistic concept of compassion. 

Patricia Cazorla & Nancy Saleme began working together in 2010 focusing on 
immigration issues. Since then, they have been awarded exhibitions and com-
missions such as the 2012 Juried exhibition at the Hammond Museum & Jap-
anese Stroll Garden, North Salem, NY; 7th Berlin Biennale for Contemporary 
Art, Berlin, Germany; Art in City Hall, Philadelphia, PA; Jose Cuervo Traditional 
Mural Project, NYC; Armory Artsweek by Lehman College Art Gallery at An-
drew Freedman Home, Bronx, NY; The Garment District NYC, Not Festival 
2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, Market Street Convergence at Gallery Aferro, 
Newark, NJ, Pierro Gallery, South Orange, NJ and the Puffin Foundation, Te-
aneck, NJ. Their work has been reviewed in Univision News, Remezcla, EFE 
Spanish international news agency, El Diario – La Prensa, Univision 41, Daily 
News- New York-Bronx, and Riverdale Press. They have participated in the 
DUMBO Arts Festival 2013 and lately they have been commissioned a public 
art piece by Taller Puertorriqueño, Philadelphia, funded by the Knight Founda-
tion. They have been awarded with the NFA Artist/Ensemble Project Grant 
by NALAC for the public art project Lighting the Road at the Port Authority 
of NY & NJ commissioned by the Garment District NYC.

Across the Bridge, charcoal, ink, permanent markers, 
acrylics, dyes on canvas, 102x64, 2015

DeFence was originally a collab-
orative large mixed media work 
that Nancy Saleme and Patricia 
Cazorla, created as an artist duo 
in 2010. This work was inspired 
by the enforcement of a new an-
ti-immigration law in Arizona State. 
DeFence is a tribute to farm work-
ers throughout the country. Most-
ly neglected Mexican and Central 
American immigrants who work in 
precarious conditions in order to 
maintain the food industry chain. 
The artwork has been exhibited as 
public art, and has since had pro-
found impact among the viewers 
for its meaningful content. 

Today, it seems extremely rele-
vant to re-stage this work, because 
hard-working Mexican immigrants 
are currently on the hot plate of 
the US political debate. In this new 
version of DeFence, Cazorla and 
Saleme are including a well pre-
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Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

ADA Information
Gallery Aferro is wheelchair accessible. If 
you need special assistance or requests 
concerning ADA information please email 
our ADA Coordinator, Evonne Davis, 
at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art is 
absolutely for everyone and are very happy 
to accommodate anyone’s needs but please 
give us 1 weeks notice for any arrangements 
that will need to be made at the gallery. If 
you require large print press materials 
please let us know 48 hours ahead of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, The 
Union Foundation, The New Jersey Council 
for the Humanities, a state partner of the 
national endowment for the Humanities 
Hunterdon Brewery, and RBH Group.


